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SPANISH FOREIGN POLICY

I.-Subject Identification

Type OBLIGATORIA

Teaching period 2 course, 1Q semester

Nº of credits 6

Language in wich the subject is taught English

II.-Presentation
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SPANISH FOREIGN POLICY

This course introduces students to the study of the Foreign Policy in general (as a sub-area of the International Relations), and

to the analysis of the Contemporary Spanish Foreign Policy-Relations in particular, since the Franco Regime (1939-1975)  up to

now.

According to the design of the International Relations Degree at the King Juan Carlos University, the course has a

multidisciplinary character. This implies, that the approach to the subject will take into consideration not only the historical

dimension (the evolution) of the Spanish Foreign Policy, but also, the legal, political, sociological, public opinion, and, of course,

the International Relations aspects of such policy. In this sense, our approach goes far beyond of the traditional Foreign Policy

concept, covering also the "parallel diplomacy" and the public diplomacy, in which not only the States participate, but also the

non-governmental actors (public as well as private). Therefore, this course is not only about the study of the Foreign Policy, but

also about the study of the “External Relations”.

The contents of this course are divided into three complementary parts. The first part focuses on the structures, instruments and

processes of the foreign policy decision-making procedures. The second part applies those instruments to the analysis of the

Spanish foreign policy and external relations, which will be studied profoundly from the 1939 till to the present time. The third part

will be focused in the analysis of the geographic areas of interest for the Spanish foreign policy.

This comprehensive approach pursues to provide students with useful instruments that make them capable of identifying and

analysing the basic features of foreign policy in general, and to be able to critically analyse the Spanish foreign policy-external

action in particular, including their domestic and external factors and the dynamics of change and continuity during the analysed

period.

The course will have a theoretical and practical approach, whereby explanation in class by the teacher and organised debates

are alternated. Students in this course will be expected to engage in sustained readings (monographs, selected texts, case

studies, contemporary literature on specific issues and other specific online resources). Course evaluation will be carried out

taking into consideration three elements:

A written or oral final exam covering all the topics of the syllabus.1.

A final group essay (four students in each group, depending upon the class students’ number). The essay will  be oral
presented in the classroom (attendance by all students is compulsory). Each student will participate in a group presentation
during the term. The class presentation and ensuing discussion should take no more than 20 minutes. Students can make
their own choice about essay topics from the questions and themes raised in lectures or any topic of the syllabus, after
consultation with the professor. The students will be provided with clear guidelines for the production of academic essays.
Fulfilling these guidelines will be a full part of the evaluation. Final essays should be of 9000 words in length, one-and-a-half-
spaced (Times New Roman 12), including notes, but excluding bibliography, index and annexes. Final grades will  be
assigned individually based on the presentation and group assessments. Issues of special  seriousness as deliberate
plagiarism of previously published materials will imply the immediate failing of the whole subject. In the process of composing
the essays, the use of internet based specialised materials is accepted, but not the indiscriminate one of mainstream
resources as Wikipedia.

2.

The individual students work (readings, seminars, conferences, active participation of the student in organised debates, oral
presentations…).

3.

To assign the course final grade, both, the individual and the group work will be taken into consideration.

 

Important advice for international students! Taking into consideration that, most of the bibliography on Spanish foreign

policy is in Spanish, students are strongly advised on the necessity to be able to read and to understand short and long

texts (books and articles) in Spanish.

III.-Learning outcomes
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SPANISH FOREIGN POLICY

CG01. Students must be able to possess and understand their own knowledge of the area of institutional relations, based on

general secondary education.

CG03. Students must have the ability to gather and interpret relevant data in order to make value judgements that include an

analysis of the relevant political, legal, social, economic, scientific and ethical issues.

CG06. Students must have developed the learning skills required to deal with further study with a high degree of independence.

CE02. Students must be aware of the historical development of the political, social and cultural processes, ideas and movements

that have served as a foundation for modern States and international relations.

CE08. Students must acquire the necessary skills to study and independently analyse the protagonists, relations and institutional

framework of the International Society, as well as obtain the necessary resources for such an analysis.

CE11. Students must be capable of identifying the process in which public opinion is formed in the area of international relations

and develop skills to analyse the information and pass it on.

CE17. Students must be capable of identifying and analysing the basic features of foreign policy and its main consequences on

International cooperation and development policies.

 Key for degrees not adapted to RD 822/21: CB - basic competences, CG - generic competences, CE - specific competences, CT - transversal

competences.

•

 Key for degrees adapted to RD 822/21: CON - knowledge, COM - competences, HAB - skills.•
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SPANISH FOREIGN POLICY

IV.-Contents

IV.A.-Syllabus

Thematic Unit Topic Sections

I. Introduction to Foreign Policy

Topic I: Analyzing Foreign Policy

Defining foreign policy. Principles and

objectives. What is the analysis in

foreign policy?

Topic II: Making Foreign Policy Models of Decision Making

Topic III: Domestic Influences
Bureaucracies. Interest Groups.

Militaries. Public Opinion. Legislatures.

Topic IV: Diplomacy Diplomacy and foreign policy

II. The Spanish Foreign Policy
Topic 1: The International Policy of

Spain
Framing the issue

 
Topic 2: The consensus in national and

foreign policy issues

Agreement and disagreement in the

Spanish Foreign Policy

  Topic 3: Spanish soft power
The Spanish structural (non-traditional)

model of diplomacy

  Topic 4: The Spanish historical interests
The Spanish historical interests abroad:

Main tendencies

 
Topic 5: Spain’s Foreign Policy Strategy
(2014)

Analysis of the first Spanish Foreign

Policy Strategy

 
Topic 6: The Spanish Foreign Action

and Service Law (2014)

Analysis and implications of the State

Foreign Action and Service Law

III. Conditional factors of the Foreign

Action

Topic 1: The Spanish strategic position
The geopolitics map and the Spanish

geostrategic location

Topic 2: The Spanish foreign

administration

The role of the foreign administration in

the definition and execution of the

foreign policy

Topic 3: The foreign action of the

Autonomous Regions

Role of the Autonomous Regions in the

Spanish foreign policy

Topic 4: The Armed Forces
Armed forces and Spanish foreign

action

Topic 5: Public Opinion and Mass Media
The role of the perceptions in the foreign

action. Spain beyond Myths

Topic 6: The Image of Spain Abroad
The “Marca España” as State Policy
abroad

Topic 7: The cultural factor The Spanish language in the World

Topic 8: The Development Cooperation

Policy

Development Cooperation and foreign

action

IV. The historical evolution of the

Spanish Foreign Policy (1939 - 2015)

Topic 1: The Spanish foreign policy

during the Franco Regime

Spain during the World War II. The

Spanish foreign policy during the Cold

War. The Castiella ministerial period and

the end of the regime

Topic 2: The transition period

From Franco's death to the 1978

Constitution (Powell, España en

democracia)

Topic 3: Spanish foreign policy in the

demcracy (I): the  UCD Governments

Spanish foreign policy of Adolfo Suárez

and Leopoldo Calvo Sotelo

Governments (1976-1982)
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SPANISH FOREIGN POLICY

Topic 4: Spanish Foreign Policy in the

democracy (II): the  Socialist

Governments

Spanish Foreign Policy of Felipe

González Governments (1982-1996)

Topic 5: Spanish foreign policy in the
democracy (III): the alternation in power;
the rise of the People’s Party (PP)

Spanish foreign policy of José María

Aznar Governments (1996-2004)

Topic 6: Spanish foreign policy in the

democracy (IV): the 2004 general

election and the emergence of the

Socialist Party

Spanish foreign policy of José Luis

Rodríguez Zapatero Governments

(2004-2011)

Topic 7: Spanish foreign policy in the
democracy (IV): the emergence of the
People’s party (PP)

Spanish foreign policy of Mariano Rajoy

Government (2011)

V. Geographic areas of Spain's

external relations

 

Topic 1: Spain and/in the European

Union

Analysis of the Spanish foreign policy

and external action relations with the

different geographical regions and

organisations

Topic 2: The “American fiend”.  Spanish-
USA relations

Topic 3: Latin America in the Spanish

foreign policy

Topic 4: The Mediterranean Policy

Topic 5: Spanish role in the Meddle East

Topic 6: The Spanish foreign policy in

the Asia-Pacific region

Topic 7: The relations with Russia and

the post-Soviet space

Topic 8: Managing the relations with the

neighbours: France, Portugal, Morocco

and Gibraltar

Topic 9: The transatlantic link: the

relations with NATO

Topic 10: Spain and the European

Union CFSP

Topic 11: Other areas

 

 

IV.B.-Training activities

Type Title

Other activities Final group essay (written and oral presentation).

Prácticas / Resolución de ejercicios Case Studies and further short readings (see bibliography).

Other activities Seminars, conferences.

Other activities Individual presentations.
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SPANISH FOREIGN POLICY

V.-Student workload

Theoretical sessions 20

Resolution of exercises, problems, case studies, etc. 36

Practical sessions in experimental, technological and clinical

laboratories, fieldwork, etc.
0

Tests and/or exams 4

Academic tutorials 6

Related activities: conferences, seminars, etc. 12

Preparation of theoretical sessions and self-study 8

Preparation of practical tasks, exercises, case studies,

projects, etc.
34

Preparation for tests and/or exams 60

Total student workload 180

VI.-Methodology and academic programme

Type Period Content

Practical sessions Week 1 to Week 10 Classroom debates on selected readings

Academic tutorials Week 14 to Week 14 Tutorials for final exam

Week 11 to Week 14 Essay Public Presentation Theoretical sessions

Week 1 to Week 10 Theoretical Lectures Theoretical sessions

Week 1 to Week 14 Seminars and Conferences Theoretical sessions

Week 6 to Week 6
Reading Control Exam (see

bibliography)
Theoretical sessions

Week 1 to Week 14

Readings, practical cases, class

discussions and students oral

presentations

Academic tutorials
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SPANISH FOREIGN POLICY

VII.-Assessment methods

The general assessment method is continuous as established in the Regulation for the Assessment of Learning Outcomes of

Rey Juan Carlos University.

All the assessment systems established in the degree report must be employed, except for those that have a minimum weight of

0%, which can be used by professors in the academic years they consider relevant. Each assessment system may be applied

through one or more assessment activities, consistent with the system. No assessment activity can exceed individually 60% of

the overall grade for the subject.

The sum of non re-evaluable activities cannot exceed 40% of the overall grade for the subject and, in general, should not have

an established minimum grade (except for practical activities in which, strictly speaking, the conditions of the ordinary call cannot

be reproduced in the extraordinary call).

Those students who do not manage to pass the subject in the ordinary call, or do not attend this first call, may attend the

extraordinary call only for failed re-evaluable assessment activities.

The distribution and characteristics of the assessment activities are described below.

VII.A.-Description and weight of the assessment activities

Students performance will be evaluated on the basis of:

-A final exam (60%)

-The resolution of practical cases (40%) All tests are reassessable

The extraordinary evaluation will be carried out in the same manner as the ordinary one

VII.B. Assessment of students with academic exemption from class attendance

Having Academic Exemption from Class Attendance  (DAAC) does not imply that students are automatically exempt from
participating in the continuous assessment activities or in the training activities of compulsory attendance as established in the
teaching guide. Once the exemption has been granted, students must contact the subject’s teaching staff, who will propose the
adaptations he/she may consider relevant, as long as they guarantee the acquisition and adequate assessment of the learning
goals established. Students must maintain adequate communication with the teaching staff so that they may provide information
on the dates for training and assessment activities, if these are not established in the programme and available for students at
the time of achieving the exemption.
Subject with possibility of academic exemption: Yes.

VII.C. Review of assessment activities

In accordance with the Regulation for the Assessment of Learning Outcomes of Rey Juan Carlos University.

VII.D.-Students with a disability or special educational needs

In order to guarantee equal opportunities, non-discrimination, universal accessibility and academic success, students with

disabilities or especial education needs may request curricular adaptations to follow their studies. These adaptations will be

provided by the Unit of Attention to People with Disabilities of Rey Juan Carlos University, in accordance with the regulation

which regulates the service for the Attention of People with Disabilities at the University. This Unit will issue a report for curricular

adaptations, so that students with disabilities or special education needs must contact the service (at e-mail

discapacidad.programa@urjc.es) in order to provide relevant information for different educational alternatives.

VII.E.-Academic behaviour, academic integrity and honesty

Rey Juan Carlos University is fully committed to the highest standards of academic integrity and honesty, so studying at the

URJC means assuming and subscribing to the values of integrity and academic honesty set out in the University’s Ethical Code.

To support this process, the University has Rey Juan Carlos University’s Academic Conduct Regulation as well as different tools

(anti-plagiarism, supervision...) that offer a collective guarantee for the full development of these essential values.
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SPANISH FOREIGN POLICY
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SPANISH FOREIGN POLICY

VIII.-Teaching resources and materials

Basic bibliography

- (TEXTBOOK!) PEREIRA, Juan Carlos, Política Exterior de España. De 1800 hasta hoy, Ariel, Madrid, 2010.

- (TEXTBOOK!) BENEYTO, José María y PEREIRA, Juan Carlos (coords.), Política Exterior española: Un  balance de futuro (2

vols.), Biblioteca Nueva, Madrid, 2011.

- (TEXTBOOK!) BENEYTO, José María y PEREIRA, Juan Carlos (dirs.), Historia de la política exterior española en los

siglos XX y XXI  (2 vols.), Fundación Universitaria San Pablo CEU, Madrid, 2015.

- PRADERA, Javier, La Transición española y la democracia, Fondo de Cultura Económica de España S.L., Madrid, 2014. 

- ALONSO MARCOS, Antonio, La política exterior de España: aliados y competidores, CEU ediciones, Madrid, 2013.

- BEACH, Derek, Analyzing Foreign Policy, Palgrave-McMillan, New York, 2012.

- CALDUCH, Rafael, La política exterior española en el siglo XX, Editorial Ciencias Sociales, Madrid, 1994.

- GARCÍA, David; PACHECO, Ramón (eds.), Contemporary Spanish Foreign Policy, Routledge, 2014.

- GILLESPIE, Richard; Rodrigo, Fernando y STORY, Jonathan (eds.), Las relaciones exteriores de la España democrática,

Alianza Universidad, Madrid, 1995.

Consultation bibliography

Spanish Institutions: Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation: www.maec.es;  Ministry of Defence: www.mde.es; Agencia

Española de Cooperación Internacional: www.aecid.es; ICEX: www.icex.es; Instituto Cervantes: www.cervantes.es; Instituto

Español de Estudios Estratégicos: www.ieee.es; Fundación Carolina www.fundacioncarolina.es/.

Spanish Research Centers and Think-Tanks: CEIPAZ - Centro de Educación e Investigación para la Paz (www.ceipaz.org);

CIDOB (www.cidob.org); CITpax – Centro Internacional de Toledo para la paz (www.toledopax.es); ECFR – European Council for
Foreign Relations (www.ecfr.eu); FAES – Fundación para el Análisis y los estudios sociales (www.fundaes.es); Fundación
Alternativas / Observatorio de Política Exterior (www.falternativas.org/opex); Fundación Transición Española
(www.transicion.org/); Instituto Español de Estudios Estratégicos, IEEE (www.ieee.es); INCIPE - Instituto de Cuestiones
Internacionales y Política Exterior, (www.incipe.org); Instituto Complutense de Estudios Internacionales (ICEI)
(www.ucm.es/info/icei); Instituto Universitario de Cooperación y Desarrollo-UCM (www.ucm.es/info/IUDC); Real Instituto Elcano
(www.realinstitutoelcano.org); UNISCI-UCM  (http://pendientedemigracion.ucm.es/info/unisci);
Periodicals/Journals in Spanish: Afers Internationals (CIDOB); Afkar-Ideas (IEMED); Economía y Política Exterior (Estudios de

Política Exterior S.A.); Foreign Policy en castellano/esglobal; Quórum; Relaciones Internacionales (UAM) ; Revista Española de

Derecho Internacional (REDI); Revista Electrónica de Estudios Internacionales (REEI); Revista Española de Desarrollo y

Cooperación, IUDC (UCM); Revista de Estudios Internacionales Mediterráneos (TEIM, UAM).

Yearbooks and other resources: Anuario Internacional CIDOB; Anuario Med, IEMed; Anuario de Asia-Pacífico; Anuario de

Iberoamérica, RIE; El español en el mundo. Anuario del Instituto Cervantes; Panorama Estratégico (IEEE-Ministry of Defence).

Foreign Research Centers, Think-Tanks and main Periodicals on Foreign Policy: American Journal of Political Science;

American Political Science Review; British Journal of Political Science; Comparative Politics; Cooperation and Conflict Studies;

European Journal of International Relations; Foreign Affairs; Foreign Policy; International Affairs; International Security; Journal of

Conflict Resolution; Journal of International Affairs; Political Science Quarterly; Review of International Studies; European Council

on Foreign Relations; Foreign Policy Research Institute; Chatham House.

- RUPÉREZ, Javier, España en la OTAN. Relato Parcial, Plaza y Janés, Madrid, 1986.

- REMIRO, Antonio, La acción exterior del Estado, Madrid, Tecnos, 1984.

- ROLDÁN BARBERO, J., Las relaciones exteriores de España, Universidad de Almería-Dykinson, Almería, 2001.

- TEZANOS, J. F; COTERELO, R. y DE BLAS, A. (eds.), La transición democrática española, Editorial Sistema, Madrid, 1989.

- TUSELL, J., La España de Franco: poder, la oposición y la política exterior durante el franquismo, Alba Libros, Madrid, 2005.

- VIÑAS, Ángel,  Los pactos secretos de Franco con Estados Unidos, Grijalbo, Barcelona, 1981.

- VV.AA., Política Exterior de España y Relaciones con América Latina, Fundación Carolina, Madrid, 2011.

- VV.AA.,  Estudios sobre Gibraltar, INCIPE-Ministerio de Defensa, Madrid, 1999.

- VV.AA, España dentro de la Alianza Atlántica, INCI, Madrid, 1986.

- ZALDÍVAR, Carlos y CASTELLS, Manuel, Spain beyond Myths, Alianza Editorial, Madrid, 1992.
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SPANISH FOREIGN POLICY

- DE CHAPUT, Merie-Claude y Serrano, Julio Pérez (eds.), La Transición española.Nuevos enfoques para un nuevo debate,

Biblioteca Nueva, Madrid. 2015.

- DEL ARENAL, Celestino y ALDECODA, Francisco (eds.), España y la OTAN. Textos y Documentos, Tecnos, 1986.

- DEL ARENAL, Celestino, España e Iberoamericana. De la Hispanidad a la Comunidad Iberoamericana de Naciones, CEDEAL,

Madrid, 1989.

- DEL ARENAL, C., Consenso y disenso en la política exterior de España, DT 8 (2008), Real Instituto Elcano,

http://ucm.academia.edu/CelestinodelArenal.

- DEL ARENAL, C., Política exterior de España y relaciones con América Latina, Madrid, Fundación Carolina/Siglo XXI, Madrid,

2011, http://ucm.academia.edu/CelestinodelArenal.

- DEL VALLE, Alejandro y GONZÁLEZ, Inmaculada(eds.), , Gibraltar. 300 años, Universidad de Cádiz, 2004.

- ESPADA BURGOS, Manuel, Franquismo y política exterior, Rialp, Madrid, 1988.

- GARCÍA-MARGALLO, José Manuel, Todos los cielos conducen a España, Planeta, Madrid, 2015.

- GALLEGO, José-Andres et alli, España Actual. España y el mundo (1939-1975), Colección Historia de España, vol. 13,3,

Gredos, Madrid, 1995;

- GARRIDO REBOLLEDO, V. and LÓPEZ BUENO, J. M., (dirs.), Política Euromediterránea: el Mediterráneo tras el Tratado de

Lisboa, FHIMADES-Universidad Francisco de Vitoria, Madrid and Melilla, 2011.

- GARRIDO REBOLLEDO, V. and LÓPEZ BUENO, J. M., (dirs.), La Unión Europea y el Mediterráneo. Desarrollo, Comercio y

Política Euromediterránea, FHIMADES-Universidad Francisco de Vitoria, Madrid and Melilla, 2008.

- GARRIDO REBOLLEDO, V. (coord.), El futuro de la política exterior y de Seguridad y Defensa Común, Universidad Francisco

de Vitoria, Madrid, 2002.

- GIL PECHARROMAN, Julio, La política exterior del Franquismo: entre Hendaya y El Aaiún, Ed. Flor del Viento, Madrid, 2008.

- GOLDSTEIN, J. S. and PEVEHOUSE, J. C., International Relations, Pearson-Longman, 2016.

- HERNANDO DE LARRAMENI, M. y MAÑÉ. A., La política exterior española hacia el Magreb. Actores e intereses, Ariel/Real

Instituto Elcano, Barcelona, 2009.

- JARQUE ÍÑIGUEZ, Arturo, Queremos esas bases. El acercamiento de Estados Unidos a la España de Franco, Centro de

Estudios Norteamericanos, Universidad de Alcalá, 1998.

- JIMÉNEZ REDONDO, Juan Carlos, De Suárez a Rodríguez Zapatero. La política exterior de la España democrática, Dilex,

Madrid, 2006.

- MARQUINA, Antonio, España en la Política de Seguridad Occidental, 1939-1986, Ediciones Ejército, Ministerio de Defensa,
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