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INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM

I.-Subject Identification

Type OBLIGATORIA

Teaching period 3 course, 2Q semester

Nº of credits 6

Language in wich the subject is taught English

II.-Presentation

 

Over the past decades, most international terrorism became global terrorism. Accordingly, this course is designed to provide

students with a firm foundation on the origins and the evolution of current global terrorism. Four consecutive phases in

the development of this phenomenon are distinguished: a first phase, from its onset in the middle 1980s until the aftermath of the

9/11 attacks in 2001, was the period throughout which the ideology of Salafi-Jihadism was formulated and Al Qaeda

became established; A second phase, ending in 2011 with the killing of Osama bin Laden and the so-called Arab Spring, is the

period during which Al Qaeda decentralized and global jihadism turned into a polymorphous phenomenon; The third phase,

until 2019, was characterized by jihadist insurgencies in Mali and then in Syria as the unleashing of a full-fledged war coalesced

with an ongoing armed jihadist uprising in the contiguous Iraq. Since then, the phenomenon has entered in its fourth phase and

arguably is more complex, fragmented and expanded than ever before, from South Asia and the Middle East to the Sahel and

Western Africa.

 

The course is also designed to mainly focus on Western Europe, where global jihadism penetrated during the 1990s, when Al

Qaeda established several important nuclei and cells in the United Kingdom, Spain, Germany, Italy or France. The rising threat

exemplified more clearly with the 1995 Paris attacks and the 2000 Strasbourg plot. It was a threat that European governments

were ill prepared to face. Major attacks, such as the 2004 Madrid bombings and the 2005 London bombings, took then place, in

addition to many smaller incidents, as independent cells and lone actors also entered the threat scene. Threat perceptions

shifted among Western European publics and their respective governments adapted or adopted counterterrorism policies. Yet,

between 2012 and 2019 Islamic State promoted unprecedented levels of jihadist mobilization across Western Europe and the

terrorist threat increased, as shown with the 2015 Paris attacks and the 2016 Brussels attacks, as well as with the 2017 attacks

in Manchester and then in Barcelona and Cambrils. European and EU counterterrorism underwent further reforms.

 

Meanwhile, the threat posed by right-wing terrorism in Western societies crossed borders and internationalized, espousing global

aims and expanding the geographical reach of its attacks, from Northern America to New Zealand. Europe has not been

excluded from these developments, though the threat from rightwing terrorism varies from country to country. Likewise, state-

sponsored international terrorism or the use of terrorism as a foreign policy tool, an specific manifestation of the phenomenon

which exists since the days of the Cold War, remains as a persisting feature of international conflicts and worldwide security.

 

III.-Learning outcomes
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INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM

CG01. Students must be able to possess and understand their own knowledge of the area of institutional relations, based on

general secondary education.

CG06. Students must have developed the learning skills required to deal with further study with a high degree of independence.

CG07. Students must be able to understand international relations from a perspective based on respect for human rights and the

principles of democratic life and multicultural society.

CE03. Students must be able to identify, understand and analyse the source, basic principles and development of a democratic

and plural society, as well as its confrontation with other lifestyles.

CE07. Students must be capable of identifying and independently analysing the main features of International security, defence

and threat.

 Key for degrees not adapted to RD 822/21: CB - basic competences, CG - generic competences, CE - specific competences, CT - transversal

competences.

•

 Key for degrees adapted to RD 822/21: CON - knowledge, COM - competences, HAB - skills.•
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INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM

IV.-Contents

IV.A.-Syllabus

 

Introduction.

Terrorism, international terrorism and global terrorism. How to approach the academic study of the terrorist phenomenon.

 

Module I. Origins and Evolution of Global Terrorism (1988-2001)

I1. Global Jihadism, Formation of Al Qaeda and 9/11; I.2. The Penetration of the Phenomenon in Western Europe; I.3. The

Establishing of Jihadist Organizations in Spain.

 

Module II. Evolving Threat from Global Terrorism (2002-2011)

II1. From the Aftermath of 9/11 to Osama bin Laden's Death; II.2. The Iraq War and the Terrorist Threat in Western Europe; II.3.

Case Study: the Madrid Train Bombings.

 

Module III. Evolving Threat from Global Terrorism (2012-2019)

III.1. Conflicto in Syria, Rise of Islamic State and the Caliphate; III.2. Cycle of Jihadist Mobilization Across Europe; III.3. Case

Study: The Barcelona and Cambrils Attacks.

 

Module IV. Evolving Threat from Global Terrorism (2020-2026)

IV.1. Expansion of a Fragmented Global Jihadism; IV.2. Continuity and Change of the Threat in Europe; IV.3. CTE returnees,

Prison Radicalization and Lone Actors in Spain.

 

Module V. On the Internationalization of Rightwing Terrorism

V.1. Internationalization of Supremacist Terrorism since 2010; V.2. Rightwing Terrorism in the European Union; V.3. Facets of

Rightwing Violence and Terrorism in Spain.

 

Module VI. When International Terrorism is State-Sponsored

VI.1. The Use of Terrorism as a Foriegn Policy Tool; VI. 2. States Sponsoring International Terrorism: Russia; VI.3. States

Sponsoring International Terrorism: Iran.

 

 

IV.B.-Training activities

Type Title

Lectures Required course readings for each module of the course.

Theoretical sessions Sessions on substantive and analytical course contents.

Resolution of exercises, problems, case studies In-class exercises and discussion panels. Related activities.
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INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM

V.-Student workload

Theoretical sessions 30

Resolution of exercises, problems, case studies, etc. 26

Practical sessions in experimental, technological and clinical

laboratories, fieldwork, etc.
0

Tests and/or exams 4

Academic tutorials 12

Related activities: conferences, seminars, etc. 36

Preparation of theoretical sessions and self-study 40

Preparation of practical tasks, exercises, case studies,

projects, etc.
20

Preparation for tests and/or exams 12

Total student workload 180

VI.-Methodology and academic programme

Type Period Content

Theoretical sessions Week 1 to Week 15

Autonomous course work, based on the

substantive and analytical contents of

the compulsory readings selected for

each course Module (including Case

Studies).

Practical sessions Week 2 to Week 15

Problem solving exercises, discussion

panels, documentary watching followed

by debate, essays and working groups,

thematic seminar sessions and related

activities.

Seminars Week 2 to Week 15

Case-study seminars to be held as part

of Modules II and III. Students will be

required to explore the different facets of

relevant cases and develop a

comparative approach.

Academic tutorials Week 2 to Week 15

The aim of the tutorials is to offer

academic support for students. The

tutorials will focus on how students are

engaging with learning and help sharpen

their critical thinking.
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INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM

VII.-Assessment methods

The general assessment method is continuous as established in the Regulation for the Assessment of Learning Outcomes of

Rey Juan Carlos University.

All the assessment systems established in the degree report must be employed, except for those that have a minimum weight of

0%, which can be used by professors in the academic years they consider relevant. Each assessment system may be applied

through one or more assessment activities, consistent with the system. No assessment activity can exceed individually 60% of

the overall grade for the subject.

The sum of non re-evaluable activities cannot exceed 40% of the overall grade for the subject and, in general, should not have

an established minimum grade (except for practical activities in which, strictly speaking, the conditions of the ordinary call cannot

be reproduced in the extraordinary call).

Those students who do not manage to pass the subject in the ordinary call, or do not attend this first call, may attend the

extraordinary call only for failed re-evaluable assessment activities.

The distribution and characteristics of the assessment activities are described below.

VII.A.-Description and weight of the assessment activities

 

Students may earn up to 4 points (out of a total of 10, or 40% of the final grade) as a result of participationin in class activities.

These activities are specific and stringly related to the readings being done at a given moment or to the application of adquired

knowledge and developed capacities to the analysis of current events, requiring active classroom presencie. The concrete

nature and character of these activities will be contingent upon group size and composition. However, contributions to discussion

panels and related activities will be assessed preferentially. None of these cummulative activities can be re-evaluated.

 

Additionally, students may obtain up to 6 points (that is, 60% of the final grade) as a result of a written exercise to be held at the

end of the semester, in coincidende with the official date for ordinary examinations. In this written exerrcise, students would have

two hours to answer and develop three questions related to the substantive and analytical contents of the required readings for

the course. At least one question may eventually take the form of a text commentary. To pass this written exercise students must

score a minimum of 3 points. This written exercise can be re-evaluated on the ocassion of extraordinary examination.

 

VII.B. Assessment of students with academic exemption from class attendance

Having Academic Exemption from Class Attendance  (DAAC) does not imply that students are automatically exempt from
participating in the continuous assessment activities or in the training activities of compulsory attendance as established in the
teaching guide. Once the exemption has been granted, students must contact the subject’s teaching staff, who will propose the
adaptations he/she may consider relevant, as long as they guarantee the acquisition and adequate assessment of the learning
goals established. Students must maintain adequate communication with the teaching staff so that they may provide information
on the dates for training and assessment activities, if these are not established in the programme and available for students at
the time of achieving the exemption.
Subject with possibility of academic exemption: Yes.

VII.C. Review of assessment activities

In accordance with the Regulation for the Assessment of Learning Outcomes of Rey Juan Carlos University.

VII.D.-Students with a disability or special educational needs
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INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM

In order to guarantee equal opportunities, non-discrimination, universal accessibility and academic success, students with

disabilities or especial education needs may request curricular adaptations to follow their studies. These adaptations will be

provided by the Unit of Attention to People with Disabilities of Rey Juan Carlos University, in accordance with the regulation

which regulates the service for the Attention of People with Disabilities at the University. This Unit will issue a report for curricular

adaptations, so that students with disabilities or special education needs must contact the service (at e-mail

discapacidad.programa@urjc.es) in order to provide relevant information for different educational alternatives.

VII.E.-Academic behaviour, academic integrity and honesty

Rey Juan Carlos University is fully committed to the highest standards of academic integrity and honesty, so studying at the

URJC means assuming and subscribing to the values of integrity and academic honesty set out in the University’s Ethical Code.

To support this process, the University has Rey Juan Carlos University’s Academic Conduct Regulation as well as different tools

(anti-plagiarism, supervision...) that offer a collective guarantee for the full development of these essential values.
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INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM

VIII.-Teaching resources and materials

Basic bibliography

 

Compilation of Selected Readings on International Terrorism

(Provided freely by the Instructor throughout the course's Aula Virtual)*

 

 

Daniel Byman, Spreading Hate. The Global Rise of White Supremacist Terrorism (New York: Oxford University Press, 2022)**

 

Tore Hamming, Jihadi Politics. The Global Jihadi Civil War 2014-2019 (London: Hurst, 2022).**

 

Lewis Herrington, Understanding Islamist Terrorism in Europe. Drugs, Jihad, and the Pursuit of Martyrdom (London:

Routledge, 2022)**

 

Gilles Kepel, Terror in France. The Rise of Jihad in the West  (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2017)**

 

Farhad Khosrokhavar, Jihadism in Europe: European Youth and the New Caliphate (New York: Oxford University Press,

2021)**

 

Peter Nesser, Islamist Terrorism in Europe (London: Hurst, 2018)**

 

Fernando Reinares, Al-Qaeda’s Revenge. The 2004 Madrid Train Bombings (New York: Columbia University Press, 2017 and

2022)*

 

 

__________

[*] Compulsory readfings.

[**] Parts of these books likely to be required readings.

 

 

Consultation bibliography

IX.-Professors

Name and surname FERNANDO REINARES NESTARES

E-mail address fernando.reinares@urjc.es

Department Derecho Público I y Ciencia Política

Campus Madrid - Vicálvaro

Category Catedrático/a de Universidad

Academic degree Doctor

Person responsible for the subject Yes

Tutorial timetable
Para consultar las tutorias póngase en contacto con el/la

profesor/a a través de correo electrónico

Number of quinquennia 6
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INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM

Number of sexennia 6

No. of positive evaluations by Docentia 0

Name and surname MARTA DRIESSEN CORMENZANA

E-mail address marta.driessen@urjc.es

Department Derecho Público I y Ciencia Política

Campus Madrid - Vicálvaro

Category Profesor/a Asociado/a

Person responsible for the subject No

Tutorial timetable
Para consultar las tutorias póngase en contacto con el/la

profesor/a a través de correo electrónico

Number of quinquennia 0

Number of sexennia 0

No. of positive evaluations by Docentia 0
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