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EMERGENT REGIONS IN THE INTERNATIONAL SCENE: AFRICA AND ASIA

I.-Subject Identification

Type OBLIGATORIA

Teaching period 4 course, 1Q semester

Nº of credits 3

Language in wich the subject is taught English

II.-Presentation

Africa and Asia are two regions, two continents with a growing role on the international scene but their scale and complexity only

permits to examine some key questions. 

The twenty first Century presents a radically different economy and society. The globalization of trade and commerce, rapid

technological changes, emergence of new technologies, ICT revolution, and the emergence of a knowledge economy are

bringing forth new challenges around the world in general, and in Africa and Pacific region, in particular.

There is considerable consensus about the answer to the new challenges posed by globalization and   this is regional and

subregional integration.

This course examines those two continents from the integration perspective without forgetting international cooperation. Lessons

1 to 3 cover Africa and its Regional Economic Communities while lessons 4 and 5 cover Asian integration. The last lessons

faces European Union Relations both  with Africa and Asia. 

III.-Learning outcomes

CG03. Students must have the ability to gather and interpret relevant data in order to make value judgements that include an

analysis of the relevant political, legal, social, economic, scientific and ethical issues.

CG07. Students must be able to understand international relations from a perspective based on respect for human rights and the

principles of democratic life and multicultural society.

CE03. Students must be able to identify, understand and analyse the source, basic principles and development of a democratic

and plural society, as well as its confrontation with other lifestyles.

CE04. Students must be capable of identifying and analysing the new protagonists, relations and institutions of emerging

regions.

CE10. Students must be capable of identifying the essential features of human geography, the economy and politics and their

effects on international relations.

 Key for degrees not adapted to RD 822/21: CB - basic competences, CG - generic competences, CE - specific competences, CT - transversal

competences.

•

 Key for degrees adapted to RD 822/21: CON - knowledge, COM - competences, HAB - skills.•
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EMERGENT REGIONS IN THE INTERNATIONAL SCENE: AFRICA AND ASIA

IV.-Contents

IV.A.-Syllabus

Lesson 1. Introduction: Africa and Asia in the International System

a) State Models and Values

Comparison between Western and alternative models (e.g., democracy vs. autocracies in Asia).

Key text: Strategic Outlook 2025 (chapter on global governance).

b) Human Rights

Protection mechanisms in Africa (African Charter) and Asia (ASEAN).

c) Geopolitical Analysis of Asia

Key Powers: China, India, Japan.

Conflicts: South China Sea, India-Pakistan tensions.

Key text: Conflict Outlook 2024 (tension maps).

d) Geopolitical Analysis of Africa

Colonial legacy and current conflicts (e.g., Sahel, Great Lakes).

External Actors: EU, Russia, China.

e) The Muslim World

Differences between Arabs, Muslims, and jihadists.

Examples: Islam in Sub-Saharan Africa vs. the Persian Gulf.

Lesson 2.  African Union (UA). New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD).

Lesson 3.  African Economic Community and its Pillars. Overview of Regional and Subregional Integration.

Lesson 4.  Africa’s Cooperation with New and Emerging Development Partners: Options for Africa’s Development.
Lesson 5.  Institutions for Regional and subregional Asian Integration.

Lesson 6. The Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN).

Lesson 7. The EU's relations with Africa.

Lesson 8. The EU's relations with Asia.

IV.B.-Training activities

Type Title

Prácticas / Resolución de ejercicios
Studentes will have to prepar and discuss in the class a

subject

Lectures
Studentes must come to class prepared to discuss the

assigned reading for the day

Vicerrectorado de Calidad, Títulos y Enseñanzas Propias Página 4

  Q
28

03
01

1B
 U

N
IV

E
R

S
ID

A
D

 R
E

Y
 J

U
A

N
 C

A
R

L
O

S
  F

ec
ha

 fi
rm

a:
 0

7/
12

/2
02

5 
04

:4
0 

| H
as

h:
 7

f5
56

34
1e

cd
a0

97
7a

7f
b2

47
f8

9d
bf

a8
5.



 

EMERGENT REGIONS IN THE INTERNATIONAL SCENE: AFRICA AND ASIA

V.-Student workload

Theoretical sessions 14

Resolution of exercises, problems, case studies, etc. 14

Practical sessions in experimental, technological and clinical

laboratories, fieldwork, etc.
0

Tests and/or exams 2

Academic tutorials 6

Related activities: conferences, seminars, etc. 3

Preparation of theoretical sessions and self-study 17

Preparation of practical tasks, exercises, case studies,

projects, etc.
17

Preparation for tests and/or exams 17

Total student workload 90

VI.-Methodology and academic programme

Type Period Content

Theoretical sessions Week 1 to Week 3
 African Union (UA). New Partnership for

Africa's Development (NEPAD)

Theoretical sessions Week 4 to Week 7

African Economic Community and its

Pillars. Overview of Regional and

Subregional Integration

Theoretical sessions Week 8 to Week 10 ASEAN

Theoretical sessions Week 11 to Week 12 .The EU's relations with Africa

Theoretical sessions Week 12 to Week 13 The EU's relations with Asia

Group work Week 3 to Week 14  Group Expositions
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EMERGENT REGIONS IN THE INTERNATIONAL SCENE: AFRICA AND ASIA

VII.-Assessment methods

The general assessment method is continuous as established in the Regulation for the Assessment of Learning Outcomes of

Rey Juan Carlos University.

All the assessment systems established in the degree report must be employed, except for those that have a minimum weight of

0%, which can be used by professors in the academic years they consider relevant. Each assessment system may be applied

through one or more assessment activities, consistent with the system. No assessment activity can exceed individually 60% of

the overall grade for the subject.

The sum of non re-evaluable activities cannot exceed 40% of the overall grade for the subject and, in general, should not have

an established minimum grade (except for practical activities in which, strictly speaking, the conditions of the ordinary call cannot

be reproduced in the extraordinary call).

Those students who do not manage to pass the subject in the ordinary call, or do not attend this first call, may attend the

extraordinary call only for failed re-evaluable assessment activities.

The distribution and characteristics of the assessment activities are described below.

VII.A.-Description and weight of the assessment activities

Students performance will be evaluated on the basis of:

-A final exam (60%)

-The resolution of practical cases (40%) All tests are reassessable

The extraordinary evaluation will be carried out in the same manner as the ordinary one.

VII.B. Assessment of students with academic exemption from class attendance

Having Academic Exemption from Class Attendance  (DAAC) does not imply that students are automatically exempt from
participating in the continuous assessment activities or in the training activities of compulsory attendance as established in the
teaching guide. Once the exemption has been granted, students must contact the subject’s teaching staff, who will propose the
adaptations he/she may consider relevant, as long as they guarantee the acquisition and adequate assessment of the learning
goals established. Students must maintain adequate communication with the teaching staff so that they may provide information
on the dates for training and assessment activities, if these are not established in the programme and available for students at
the time of achieving the exemption.
Subject with possibility of academic exemption: Yes.

VII.C. Review of assessment activities

In accordance with the Regulation for the Assessment of Learning Outcomes of Rey Juan Carlos University.

VII.D.-Students with a disability or special educational needs

In order to guarantee equal opportunities, non-discrimination, universal accessibility and academic success, students with

disabilities or especial education needs may request curricular adaptations to follow their studies. These adaptations will be

provided by the Unit of Attention to People with Disabilities of Rey Juan Carlos University, in accordance with the regulation

which regulates the service for the Attention of People with Disabilities at the University. This Unit will issue a report for curricular

adaptations, so that students with disabilities or special education needs must contact the service (at e-mail

discapacidad.programa@urjc.es) in order to provide relevant information for different educational alternatives.

VII.E.-Academic behaviour, academic integrity and honesty

Rey Juan Carlos University is fully committed to the highest standards of academic integrity and honesty, so studying at the

URJC means assuming and subscribing to the values of integrity and academic honesty set out in the University’s Ethical Code.

To support this process, the University has Rey Juan Carlos University’s Academic Conduct Regulation as well as different tools

(anti-plagiarism, supervision...) that offer a collective guarantee for the full development of these essential values.

Vicerrectorado de Calidad, Títulos y Enseñanzas Propias Página 6

  Q
28

03
01

1B
 U

N
IV

E
R

S
ID

A
D

 R
E

Y
 J

U
A

N
 C

A
R

L
O

S
  F

ec
ha

 fi
rm

a:
 0

7/
12

/2
02

5 
04

:4
0 

| H
as

h:
 7

f5
56

34
1e

cd
a0

97
7a

7f
b2

47
f8

9d
bf

a8
5.



EMERGENT REGIONS IN THE INTERNATIONAL SCENE: AFRICA AND ASIA

Vicerrectorado de Calidad, Títulos y Enseñanzas Propias Página 7

  Q
28

03
01

1B
 U

N
IV

E
R

S
ID

A
D

 R
E

Y
 J

U
A

N
 C

A
R

L
O

S
  F

ec
ha

 fi
rm

a:
 0

7/
12

/2
02

5 
04

:4
0 

| H
as

h:
 7

f5
56

34
1e

cd
a0

97
7a

7f
b2

47
f8

9d
bf

a8
5.



 

EMERGENT REGIONS IN THE INTERNATIONAL SCENE: AFRICA AND ASIA

VIII.-Teaching resources and materials

Basic bibliography

·         Assessing Regional Integration in Africa V Towards an African Continental Free Trade Area

http://www.uneca.org/publications/assessing-regional-integration-africa-v

     Assessing Regional Integration in Africa VI 

http://www.uneca.org/sites/default/files/PublicationFiles/aria_vi_english_full.pdf

 

Foresight Africa: Top priorities for Africa in 2019

https://www.brookings.edu/events/foresight-africa-top-priorities-for-africa-in-2019/

https://www.brookings.edu/search/?s=africa

https://www.brookings.edu/search/?s=asia&post_type=&topic=&pcp=&date_range=&start_date=&end_date=

Assessing Regional Integration in Africa IV

http://www.uneca.org/sites/default/files/PublicationFiles/aria4full.pdf

Consultation bibliography

The Palgrave Handbook of EU-Asia Relations

Editors: Kirchner, E., Christiansen, T., Jørgensen, K.,Murray, P.B. (Eds.)

http://www.eeas.europa.eu/africa/

·         Top Priorities for rhe Continent in 2014.  foresight Africa

 Haroon Bhorat › Temesgen Tadesse Deressa
 Vanda Felbab-Brown › Katherine Gordon › Calestous Juma
 Mwangi S. Kimenyi › John W. Mcarthur › John Mukum Mbaku
 John Page › Vera Songwe › Amadou Sy › Lesley Anne Warner
January 2014

Africa Regional Integration Index Report 2016

http://www.afdb.org/fileadmin/uploads/afdb/Documents/Generic-Documents/ARII-Report2016_EN_web.pdf

Africa’s Regional Integration Arrangements: History and Challenges
Discussion Paper 74

http://eeas.europa.eu/asia/index_en.htm

IX.-Professors

Name and surname ADRIÁN ADÁN FERNÁNDEZ SABIDO

E-mail address adrian.sabido@urjc.es

Department Derecho Público II

Campus Madrid - Vicálvaro

Category Profesor/a Asociado/a

Person responsible for the subject Yes

Tutorial timetable
Para consultar las tutorias póngase en contacto con el/la

profesor/a a través de correo electrónico

Number of quinquennia 0
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EMERGENT REGIONS IN THE INTERNATIONAL SCENE: AFRICA AND ASIA

Number of sexennia 0

No. of positive evaluations by Docentia 0
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